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to continue the duties that devolve upon him were it not that
there is always the hope, the conviction that, as the years roll by,
India will rise and attain a higher place, for the disturbances and
controversies of the moment will disappear in the course of years.
Years do not count when you are striving onward towards the
great goal which is to be an epoch in your history, and, therefore,
I say to you that I am convinced that India is not only well on
the road to that goal, but she is gradually preparing herself for
the attainments of her aims. As the years go by it will become
more and more established that India will seek to be one of that
great combination of nations to which I referred, when she will
have her place as a full partner in the Empire with the rest of the
British Dominions. You may depend on it that in looking back
to the Declaration of August, 1917, and all that has happened
since, India will say, " Marvellous it is that within so short a
space of time we have attained so noble an aim." With that
conviction I say to you, as I said before in other assemblies,
and as I am never tired of saying, and trust that I shall never
fail to say to all who have the interest of India at heart and
all who care about the destiny of India. Do not allow your
minds to be obscured by small differences which so often arise in
the course of transitional periods of constitutional developments,
but to keep your minds and visions fixed always on the great
temple which is at the end of the road, which is there for them to
travel and which has a light that shines in it for them to look
at and for them to reach, the attainment of which lies entirely
within their grasp if only they are content to strive to attain it.